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Dear Prairieland families, 

I cannot believe our year is already winding down.  It has been a great 

year and I am so proud of each of our students.  We had a challenging 

winter with days off of school and getting out of our routines, but our 

students consistently came to school ready to learn.  Your role in 

preparing your child for school and supporting the learning process is 

huge and we appreciate it.  Our supportive parent community helps 

us to do our best and we never take that for granted.  THANK YOU!! 

Staying engaged in learning 

We love it that our students get to enjoy summer and do new and 

different things for a couple of months.  We do, however, want them 

to continue to stay in engaged in learning tasks.  It is very important 

for students to continue to read and write.  Reading is even more 

valuable when they have a chance to talk to someone about what 

they are reading, or journal about what they are thinking as they 

read.  It is also great if we can keep students thinking mathematically 

during the summer.  It is best if their mathematical experiences 

extend beyond basic fact practice.  Logic games, Sudoku, etc… are 

great ways to keep that math mind going.  If your child uses Moby 

Max, you can continue that in the summer as well.  Please let me 

know if you want to discuss ideas for keeping students engaged 

throughout the summer! 

Good-byes 

One thing that is so hard at the end of the year is saying good-bye.  

Our 5th graders will be headed to the junior high, families move away, 

and staff members retire or move.  We are so proud of all of our 

Cougars and we know they will continue to do GREAT things!  As our 

students and staff members move on or move away, we hope they 

continue to hold Prairieland close to their hearts and that they stay in 

touch.   

Enjoy your summer!  It’s a GREAT day to be a Cougar! 

Carmen Bergmann 
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May 
09 -  Aware Fair 
12 -  PIECE Meeting – 6:30 
14 -  Late Start – School Starts at 9:45 
 Market Day Pick-up 4:30 
24 -  Graduation (2:00 pm NCWHS – 

6:00 pm NCHS) 
26 - NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day 
30 -  Playday 
 
June 
02 -  Last Day – Dismiss at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
It is hard to believe we are winding 
down into the final months of the school 
year.  We have had a great group of 
students to work with this year, and with 
your support, we have been able to do 
some great things for Prairieland and 
our community!  
  
In February, we hosted a fundraiser for 
the Humane Society in which we asked 
families to send in items that the 
Humane Society could use.  Thanks to 
all your support, we were able to bring 
them a large amount of much needed 
items and supplies.  They were very 
grateful, and took some time explaining 
to our students, all that the Humane 
Society does.  The kids got to take a 
tour of the facility, and hear about the 
animals and how they could help serve 
their community by volunteering at the 
Humane Society.  We also spent time at 
one of our February meetings making 
Valentines for the residents at 
Evergreen.  It was fun to see how 
excited even 3-5th graders get about 
cutting, gluing and creating.  They put a 
lot of thought and care into their cards.   
 

Recently, we had our Prairieland 
Bowling Day at Circle Lanes.  This was 
a huge fundraiser for us and a great 
success.  The staff at Circle Lanes was 
wonderful, and we sincerely thank them 
for their generosity!  We hope that the 
many families, who attended this event, 
had a great time.  Thanks to all of our 
Prairieland bowlers, we raised enough 
money to purchase a “Buddy Bench” for 
our school! At a recent meeting, 
Prairieland Student Council Members 
made thank-you cards to show our 
appreciation. 
 
Cougar Council is now gearing up for 
our final “Wacky Week,” which will be 
April 28-May 2, in which students pay a 
dollar each day to participate and “break 
a rule.” On Monday, we had our 
traditional gum day; on Tuesday 
students paid a dollar for a popsicle; on 
Wednesday we had wacky hair, hats, 
and sunglasses; on Thursday students 
brought stuffed animals; and Friday is, 
of course, pajama day.  To coordinate 
with the Prairieland Aware Fair, which is 
May 9th, all of the money raised will be 
donated to Easter Seals!  
 
Our student council members have 
been remarkable, always willing to do 
whatever it takes to help better our 
school and community.  As we wind 
down our student council activities, we 
would like to thank all of the students, 
parents, and staff who have supported 
our efforts to introduce students to 
leadership and community service at 
Prairieland.  Thanks so much for your 
support! 
  
Mrs. Elston and Mrs. Bedell 
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STAFF CHANGES for 2013-2014 

Based on our projected enrollment, 
we will have fewer sections in grades 
1 and 3 next year.  We also have 
some retirements and have to say 
good-bye to staff members.  As a 
result, there will be some staff 
changes for next year.  At this point, 
the following changes will take place: 

Mrs. Lori Scott will be moving from 
3rd grade to 2nd grade 

Mrs. Alice Spencer will be retiring  

Mrs. Karen Berta will be retiring 

Due to reduced sections we will also 
have to say good-bye to Mrs. Smith 
and Ms. Gray. 

 

IMC NEWS 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who 
worked in the IMC this year!  Your 
work really helped the library run 
efficiently, creating a great learning 
environment for the students.  Also, 
many thanks to Amy Henry for her 
work coordinating the IMC 
volunteers this year.  Thank you all! 
 
Mr. Ford 
 
ON-LINE REGISTRATION 
 

As a district we are moving away 
from mail-in registration to on-line 
registration.  Returning families are 
encouraged to participate in on-line 
registration. Registration instructions 

will come home with all students in 
their report cards on the last day of 
school.  Simply follow the steps and 
make your payment online, by doing 
this, you will not need to attend the 
school registration in August. 
Walk-in registration is for new 
families and families who need 
financial assistance. 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE NURSE 

 

NEW IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 

ILLINOIS! 
 

Beginning with the 2014 – 2015 
school year, Illinois law requires ALL 
students entering school at ALL 
grade levels (K – 12) to show proof 
of receiving: 

 2 (full) MMR  vaccines 
 

Varicella (chicken pox) 2 vaccines 
for students entering Kindergarten, 
6th, and 9th grade 
(Most students have already 
received these vaccines; please 
check your child’s record.) 
 
Pneumococcal vaccine series 
mandated for students entering Early 
Learning. 
 
The Hepatitis B series of 3 vaccines; 
requirement moved from 5th grade to 
6th grade (most children receive the 
Hep B series as an infant). 
 
The Tdap requirement also 
continues requiring ALL students 
entering 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th and 
12th grades to receive: 

 1 Tdap vaccine 
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Beginning with the 2015-2016 school 
year students entering 6th and 12th 
grades (only) will be required to 
receive: 

 1 dose of meningococcal 
vaccine (6th grade) 

 2 doses of meningococcal 
vaccine (12th grade)  

 
UNIT 5 STUDENTS WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO START SCHOOL 
WITHOUT THE REQUIRED 
IMMUNIZATIONS! 
 
The physical exam requirement is 
the same – a new exam dated within 
the past year is required for entry 
into: 

 Early Learning 

 Kindergarten 

 6th grade 

 9th grade 
 
Make an appointment NOW for a 
physical and immunizations!  
Avoid the rush.  No appointment 
cards will be accepted in place of 
a completed physical exam form 
and immunization record. 
 
The McLean County Health 
Department is now accepting private 
health insurance for adult and child 
immunizations as well as Medicaid.  
Call today for an appointment:  888-
5455.  
 
As always, please call me if I can 
help in any way! 
 
Julie May PEL-CSN, M.Ed, BSN, 
RN,  
School Nurse 
 

 

 
 

P.E. NEWS 
 

Thanks for another wonderful year of 
support for the Physical Education 
program!  We are so glad that so 
many students took advantage of the 
Raging Waves Waterpark Plunge 
Into Fitness Program.  In case you 
weren’t able to do that or if you need 
extra tickets for your family, follow 
the directions below and take 
advantage of getting some great 
ticket discounts!   
 
Go to http://ragingwaves.com.   
Click on “Buy Tickets” under where 
it says Welcome to Summer.   
Where it has the purple Plunge into 
Fitness Logo, click on “Click to 
Purchase”. 
Scroll down and look for a box that 
says Discount Program eStore 
Login.   
Enter:  prairieland13 and this should 
allow you to buy tickets at a great 
discount price. 
   
Please notice that the free passes 
are only good during the Weekdays! 
 
Have a fun, safe and healthy 
summer! 
 
Mrs. Garneau 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ragingwaves.com/
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3-5 P.E. News 
 
As summer approaches, the 
intermediate grades just finished 
playing wiffleball and fitness 
assessments are in progress at 
press time.  Preliminary results show 
that many of our students have 
gotten stronger based on the push-
up test.  Hopefully the mile run will 
show that our students have gotten 
in better cardiovascular shape and 
the sit and reach test will show that 
they are more flexible.  Thanks to all 
of you that contribute to your child’s 
well-being by keeping them active 
outside of physical education class. 
 
The end of the school year will find 
us participating in an activity called 
Tinikling.  Tinikling is a Philippine folk 
dance in which the children move in 
and out of poles that are struck 
together rhythmically.  Tinikling 
depicts the movement of the long-
legged and long-necked bird Tikling.  
The kids enjoy this activity, have 
them show you some of their dance 
moves! 
 
We have had a great school year 
learning fundamentals of sports and 
learning how to stay in shape.  
Please help continue these patterns 
this summer by turning off the 
technology and sending your 
children outside to play!!  Have a 
happy and healthy break. 
 
Mr. Kinley 

 
 
 
 

 
 
August 
04 -  Registration (New Families) 3-7 
06 -  Registration for returning families           

needing financial help 8-3 
18 -  First Day – Full day K-5 
18 -  Coffee and Kleenex for Kdg Parents 
 MPR 

18-22 - Curriculum Night (more details to 

come later) 

 

 

 
 

Yearbooks 
Yearbooks will be sent home on 
Friday, May 23rd. 5th graders who 
wish to purchase a yearbook may do 
so starting that day and the rest of 
the student body may purchase 
yearbooks the following week. 
Purchase  price is $25. 
 
 

REORT CARDS 
All report cards will be handed out 
during the half day of school on June 
2nd. They will not be available to be 
picked up before that date.  If your 
child will not be in school on June 
2nd, you may come to the school 
office between 7:30 and 4:00 June 
2nd – June 30th.  If you plan to do 
this, please call first to be sure that 
we will be in the office.  The school 
office phone # is 557-4424. 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
It’s that time of year again to start 
thinking about summer camps and 
activities.  All fliers are posted on the 
Unit 5 website.  Look under the 
Students/Parents tab then under 
online backpack. 

 
 
 

BEFORE SCHOOL ARRIVAL 
This is a reminder that students may 
not start arriving at school until 8:25 
a.m. unless they are enrolled in the 
before school program.  Teachers 
will not be on duty to supervise kids 
until that time. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Returning 

Prairieland 

Families please 

register on-line 

starting July 1st 
(if you need your skyward login please contact the school office by May 30

th
) 
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Stepping Stones 

 
Prairieland Garden Club is making stepping stones again. We make these to help raise money to 

support our Garden to buy plants, tools, hoses, etc. We have an average of 20-30 students each 

fall and spring in garden club that help take care of planting, weeding, trimming, getting our 

Butterfly Garden prepared for winter and spring. At the end of each spring/fall garden club we 

have a pizza party for the hard work the students have done.  

The stepping stones will be made at Prairieland in the K-1 commons in the PDS room. You can 

order a stone for only $22, custom made shape and stones and lettering. If you would like to put 

your child’s handprints in the stone, it is $25. The order form is attached. These make wonderful 

Mother’s Day presents. We will give you a printed card to give as the Mother’s Day present 

saying the stone will be specially made and ready to be picked up by May 23. 

 

STEPPING STONE ORDER FORM 
*Stones will be ready by May 23rd (It can be a belated Mother’s Day Present) 
Name____________________________________ 
Grade/Room Code of Student_________________ 
Phone # where we can reach you:___________________________ 
Choice of Stone Shape: (circle one):  Round, Butterfly, Heart, Octagonal, or Square. 
Words/name imprinted on (write all capitals manuscript) 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
Do you want handprints also?  Circle Yes or no.   
If so, you will need to have child at school between 3:30-5:00 p.m. on the following 
date  
(Circle the date you will come and put approximate time so we have your stone 
ready:   
Monday, May 19th or Tuesday, May 20th   
Please state any preferences you have for colors, or if you prefer natural stones.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
Return this form with a $22 (handprints are $25) check written to Prairieland Garden 
Club to the office no later than May 13th. If you would like to do this for Mother’s Day 
we will have a gift card available that would say “For Mother’s Day you will be 
receiving a handmade stepping stone on May 23, 2014” Please write number of 
cards needed: _____________ 
Any questions email Gloria Jameson @ jamesogj@unit5.org, or call her at 309-825-
2491 
 

mailto:jamesogj@unit5.org

